
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 October, 2014

Between 7.30pm and 8.45pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Brian Corbett – Chair, Cllrs Andy Robbins, Cheryl Austin, Steven Farrell & Sally Harris

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, David Coulter, Olga Hall, Gill Chilvers, Euan Pringle, Paula Gibson, 
Corrinne Knight (until 7.40) and Jane Walton (until 7.40).

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Tully.

2. Declarations of interest – The Chair advised he had a possible interest in the matter regarding the play 
area footpath and would not contribute to that agenda item. 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – 
Gleedlee timber extraction route (Jane Walton) – Mrs Walton initially provided the background then an 
update of the matter. She advised that no one attended the meeting arranged for 22 September. Upon 
investigation she advised that Ian Everard of Forestry Commission had cancelled the meeting however 
communication had not reached everyone including those who lived or owned land along the proposed 
route.  Following questions and discussion between the Councillors it was agreed the Parish Council would 
write to Mr Everard expressing concerns over the lack of consultation by the Forestry Commission.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk advised he had now heard from Stuart 
McNaughton of NCC.  Stuart had been out of the office a lot recently however they were meeting on 7 
October to discuss the matter and will be in touch soon after.     

b) item 5d: Play Area footpath: Chair Corbett left the meeting room for this item. The Clerk provided details of 
the three quotes that had been received for the creation of the footpath.  After discussion it was agreed to 
accept the quote for £6,700 from Neil Jones. It was also agreed to use the funds from the EDF 
compensation towards the cost. Discussion followed regarding lighting of the footpath. It was agreed the 
Clerk would contact the Parish Insurers to clarify the position lighting of the footpath. Chair Corbett 
returned to the room.   

c) item 5gc: Millennium Green – stone seat and access: Cllr Farrell advised that it was planned to have the stone seat 
lifted in the next couple of weeks and repaired. There was no update on the vehicle access of the green.  

d) item 8b: Notice board at the Memorial Hall: The Clerk provided details of the quotes received to replace the 
notice board. It was agreed to accept the quote from David Scott subject to the response of a couple of 
questions. The new board will be 2m x 1m with doors to keep notices from the weather. There was 
confirmation that the Memorial Hall Committee would meet half the cost of the new notice board.      

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for September, 2014: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Review of Parish Council finances: The Clerk shared the finances showing actual spend to 6 October and 
forecast spend for the rest of the financial year. Cllr Robbins spoke of the NCC / Parish Council conference 
he recently attended and the possible grants that may be available. He also advised of the Locality Officer for 
Otterburn who is Richard Powell.       

c) Payment of PAYE: There was agreement to make the payment for £95.20.  

d) Payment of invoice to Corsenside PCC: It was agreed to make the payment for £18.00. 
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e) Payment of invoice to Chris Mowatt: It was agreed to pay the invoice for £200 for grass cutting on 18 July, 1 & 
18 August and 10 & 27 September. 

f) Payment to RTC as part of EDF compensation: A cheque for £4,000 was paid to RTC as part payment of an 
invoice towards the development of the new gym at the RTC. It was noted that there is £136.92 remaining of
the £5,000 original fund.  

g) Donation request from Great North Air Ambulance: After discussion it was agreed to donate £100.  

The Clerk advised he had just received an invoice for the Memorial Hall hire on 1 September for £10.00. It 
was agreed to pay this invoice.

7. Planning - There were no planning applications this month.  

8. New Business
a) Village Festival: Cllr Farrell advised there had been some ideas discussed for the festival in 2015.  One idea 
was for a Game Fair. There was discussion of other possible ideas and where it could be held. It was agreed 
any Festival must be led by the village and organised by the community. There was agreement that the Clerk 
would draft a letter seeking volunteers to help organise the Festival and attend a meeting to begin 
arrangements.  

b) Percy Arms future: The Clerk advised he had spoken that day to the selling agents. Unfortunately it appeared 
the long term potential buyer was having trouble funding the purchase and it seemed the sale would not go 
ahead. It was highlighted that the Queens Head in Morpeth had been standing empty for some time and 
apparently local businesses have placed banners across it. It was agreed to investigate the matter.

c) Date of future Parish Council meetings: Following discussion it was agreed to move future meetings to the first 
Tuesday of the month.     

d) Update regarding the RTC: Cllr Robbins advised that the RTC was going from strength to strength. There are 
now 10 Trustees and there have been two very useful meetings with Anne Lawson of NCC to assist with 
business planning. Funding is beginning to be realised and work is starting on a gym that will provide regular 
income. 

e) Plot of land south east of Lantern Haugh, Otterburn: The Clerk provided an update as detailed in the Clerk’s 
Report. 

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 4 November, 2014 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  

Meeting closed at 8.25pm

‘Surgery’
Christmas tree in Millennium Green – Cllr Farrell advised that there will be a Christmas tree in the 
Millennium Green again. Chair Corbett advised he would raise the matter at the Camp next day.  The Clerk 
was asked to contact the NCC to ask if they can provide the electric for the lights on the tree.  Additionally 
the Clerk was asked to investigate the cost of lights for the tree. 
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